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Frequently Asked Questions 
2011 Iraq Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS)
1. What is the Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey?

The MICS – or Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey – is a survey methodology developed by UNICEF to collect data on child health, nutrition, education, child protection and other indicators of child well-being. MICS is one of the most comprehensive regular assessments of the situation of women and children in the world today. The MICS was first developed by UNICEF in the 1990s. MICS was conducted globally in 1995/96, 2000/01 and 2005/06, and now over 50 countries are conducting the fourth round of MICS (MICS 4).

In the most recent implementation of MICS (2011) for Iraq, the survey covered almost all aspects of the status of health, education and protection for children and women in the country. It is a snapshot of their lives at a given period, in this case in the time leading up to the interviews in mid-2011.

2. How many MICS’ have been implemented in Iraq?

This is the fourth MICS in Iraq. The first was completed in 1996, the second in 2000 and the third in 2006. This MICS 4 took approximately 18 months from survey design to the release of initial results. Each MICS is a major endeavor.
3. How have data in the MICS 4 been collected in Iraq?

The Iraq MICS 4 is based on internationally respected household survey methodologies. To survey and analyze data from almost 35,700 households, the Iraq MICS 4 required 118 survey teams including 817 interviewers, supervisors, editors and data entry specialists. Over 55,000 women in the reproductive age (15–49 years) were interviewed and data was collected on around 36,300 children under five years of age. 

4. Who is responsible for implementing the 2011 Iraq MICS?

The Iraq MICS 4 was implemented by the Iraq Central Statistics Organization and the Kurdistan Regional Statistical Office. Financial support was provided by the International Trust Fund (ITF) and UNICEF with technical support from UNICEF, WHO, the Ministry of Education and Ministry of Health.  All MICS fieldworkers were Government of Iraq staff.
5. Is the 2011 Iraq MICS report final and complete?

Yes, the report is final. All of the findings have been extensively reviewed by the Government of Iraq’s Central Statistics Organization, the Kurdistan Region’s Statistics Organization, and statistics experts at UNICEF’s Headquarters and Middle East and North African Regional Office. The final report disaggregates data down to governorate and district levels. 
6. How did UNICEF ensure the accuracy of the Iraq MICS 4 data?
The primary responsibility for ensuring integrity in the data collection process rests with the Government of Iraq. As a key partner, however, UNICEF has taken every step to ensure the accuracy by supervising the training Iraq MICS 4 supervisors and evaluating the fieldwork and data processing and review. A structured supervisory arrangement in Iraq was put in place to oversee fieldwork with trained editors reviewing all completed questionnaires for gaps and error. All final data are undergoing a rigorous process of internal cross checking by world-class demographers at UNICEF’s New York headquarters.
7. What is the significance of the Iraq MICS 4 for Iraq today?

The final Iraq MICS 4 data offers a clear snapshot of the current living conditions of women and children across Iraq - at the national, governorate, district and sub-district levels.  The Government of Iraq and UNICEF are also conducting innovative data analysis to identify where the most deprived Iraqi children are living and what fundamental rights and services they are deprived of.  This analysis will sharpen the focus on the policy interventions that are needed across the country to improve more equitable access and coverage of impact services for Iraq’s most deprived and vulnerable children.
8. What will UNICEF do to address issues raised by this survey?

According to the equity strategy UNICEF applies to its programming, UNICEF will support the Government of Iraq to develop policy and planning interventions that urgently increase access and coverage of services to the most deprived and marginalized children across Iraq.  UNICEF will also use the data to prioritize and expand its programmatic interventions in the health, education, water and sanitation and child protection sectors.  Additionally, UNICEF will advocate with all development partners to target interventions on the most deprived populations in order to accelerate the attainment of Iraq’s Millennium Development Goals by 2015.  
9. How does the 2011 Iraq MICS compare with other recent surveys in Iraq?

The comprehensive final report will enable the comparison of MICS 4 data with data of other recent Government of Iraq surveys.
10. How does UNICEF operate inside Iraq?

UNICEF has been in Iraq since 1983 working to ensure Iraqi children survive and realize their full potential. UNICEF maintains its comparative advantage in health, nutrition, education, water and sanitation, child protection and social policy in its support to the Government of Iraq.  UNICEF supports the development of child friendly policies, building the capacity of institutions that deliver essential services to children and convening all duty bearers to realize the full rights of Iraqi children. Via a network of staff and partners, UNICEF’s programmes improve basic health services, safeguard a quality education, develop water and sanitation systems, protect children from abuse, violence, and exploitation, and meet the needs of the most deprived and vulnerable.
